THE SUBJECT
quartets generally. In all the cities of the Soviet Union
that I visited I took long walks out into the very
poorest quarters and wandered into many hovels and
barracks where the people were living in the most
appalling conditions of overcrowding and filth imagin-
able. Thus I cannot be said to have been "shown"
Russia by some mysterious power designed to destroy
my critical faculties. I certainly made use of the
Intourist guides and went on many useful expeditions
with them, sometimes alone and sometimes with a
group of foreign tourists. On the other hand, I
frequently found that I knew more about Russia from
my reading than the guides themselves, though of
course this knowledge was of the "blue-book" order
only.
This experience is, of course, trivial. Yet my know-
ledge of Russia and Marxism is rather more than that of
most of my readers who have not had to study these
things very deeply. Some of them, of course, will
know very much more than I do, and they will have
little reason to go on with this book. To the rest,
however, I do rtiinlc I have something important to
say^ and the more readers who care to follow me
through the following discussions of various political
views, their historical, social and economic roots, and
their important relations with Russia, the happier I
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